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Code 2-1 
Category INF 
Agenda Item 2 - Matters arising from HELCOM meetings 
Submission date 2.6.2017 
Submitted by Secretariat 
Reference Outcome of HOD 51-2016, Outcome of HELCOM 38-2017   

 

Background 
This document includes selected outcomes of: 

51st Meeting of the HELCOM Heads of Delegation (HOD 51-2016), 14-15 December 2016, Helsinki, Finland 
 
38th Meeting of Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission (HELCOM), 28 February-1March 2017, 
Helsinki, Finland  

 
Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the outcomes and to discuss issues of relevance to HELCOM RESPONSE. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2051-2016-400/MeetingDocuments/Outcome_HOD%2051-2016.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2038-2017-401/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%2038-2017.pdf
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Extracts from the Outcome of the 51st Meeting of the Heads of Delegation 
… 

Agenda Item 6  Matters arising from the HELCOM Groups 

… 

Outcomes of working groups’ meetings 

6.50 The Meeting took note of the outcomes of the recent working group meetings and marine 
litter workshop and the essential issues stemming from the meetings (documents 6-9 and 6-9-Add.1). 

6.51 The Meeting adopted the following new Work Plans/Terms of Reference for the working 
groups and expert groups as contained in Attachments 1-10 of documents 6-9 and 6-9-Add.1: 

… 
- Work Plan for RESPONSE 2017-2018 (Attachment 6); 

… 
- Terms of Reference for the HELCOM expert coordination network on response on the shore 

(HELCOM SHORE network) (Attachment 10). 

… 

6.56 The Meeting clarified that, concerning the RESPONSE Working Group, the RESPONSE 
Correspondence Group on HELCOM Recommendation 28E/12 led by Denmark will, as part of the work, 
consider sub-regional response preparedness targets. However, this does not indicate that Denmark would 
necessarily be in favour or approve such targets. 

6.57 The Meeting took note that the Seventh Meeting of the Group of Experts on Safety of 
Navigation (Outcome of SAFE NAV 7-2016, para 5.2) invited each Contracting Party to closely study and, if 
needed, revise the Cat I & II areas in their waters based on up-to-date hydrographic surveys and current 
commercial shipping AIS info to ensure safe navigation in their waters and highlighted the importance of 
this work. 

… 

6.61 The Meeting approved the organization of the next meetings of the working groups as listed 
in documents 6-9 and 6-9-Add.1. 

… 

6.64 The Meeting congratulated the new Chairs/Vice-Chairs of the working groups for their 
election/re-election: 

… 

- Ms Heli Haapasaari, Finland, Chair and Mr Ojars Gerke, Latvia and Mr Alexander von Buxhoeveden, 
Sweden, Vice-Chairs of the Response Group for 2017-2018; 

… 

Response 

6.104 The Meeting endorsed the revised HELCOM Response Manual Volume III “Response to 
pollution incidents on the shore” (document 6-11) for adoption by HELCOM 38-2017 with the amendment 
that prices of equipment of Germany should be removed from Annex 1 “List of specialized on shore 
equipment that can be sent to assist other Contracting Parties”. 
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Extracts from the Outcome of the 38th Meeting of Baltic Marine 
Environment Protection Commission (HELCOM) 

… 
3.1 The Meeting took note of the information by the European Union on possible dates for the 
next HELCOM Ministerial Meeting in 2018 and supported that the meeting would be organized on 6 March 
2018 back-to-back with the EU Environment Council in Brussels. The Meeting invited EU to confirm the 
possibility to organize the Ministerial Meeting on this concrete date.  

3.2 The Meeting decided to organize a regular HELCOM meeting in 2018 back-to-back to the 
Ministerial Meeting. 

… 

4.8 The Meeting adopted the revised HELCOM Response Manual Volume III (document 4-6), as 
contained in Annex 4. 

Migration of HELCOM AIS Server 

4.9 The Meeting recalled that since 2005 the HELCOM AIS network, supported by a server in 
Denmark, has enabled the Baltic Sea coastal countries, Norway and EU services to share the same regional 
AIS data from the sea areas of the Baltic Sea and Norway. 

4.10 The Meeting recalled the Danish decision from spring 2016 to discontinue the agreement 
with HELCOM on hosting the HELCOM AIS server and user interface with effect 1 January 2017. 

4.11 The Meeting recalled the offer from Norway to host the HELCOM AIS Server based on a set 
of “Minimum services” (c.f. paragraph 5.4, Outcome of AIS EWG 27-2016) without direct cost to HELCOM. 

4.12 The Meeting recalled the HELCOM HOD 50-2016 decision to move the HELCOM AIS services 
from Denmark (DMA) to Norway (Kystverket) before the end of 2016, in order to avoid breaks in the 
service. 

4.13 The Meeting took note that Norway, Denmark, EMSA and the HELCOM Secretariat arranged, 
as invited by HOD 50-2016, online consultations on migrating the regional HELCOM AIS server from 
Denmark to Norway, which took place on 28 June 2016 as well as on 19 January 2017. 

4.14 The Meeting took note that during autumn 2016 Norway provided HELCOM Contracting 
Parties with technical connections to the new server arrangements with final adjustments made by 19 
February 2017 and EMSA ensured links between HELCOM AIS server and EMSA. 

4.15 The Meeting took note that the new HELCOM AIS server currently supports as agreed a set 
of “minimum services” but Norway (NCA) is considering possibilities to enhance the service in coordination 
with HELCOM states and EMSA.  

4.16 The Meeting further took note that the AIS data exchange will continue to follow the 
principles of the regional agreement included in HELCOM Recommendation 33/1. 

4.17 The Meeting welcomed the successfully completed migration of the HELCOM AIS server from 
Denmark (DMA) to Norway (NCA) by 23 January 2017 and thanked all the involved parties in the 
Contracting Parties for enabling a smooth migration, Danish Maritime Authority and EMSA for providing 
additional technical expertise in the server migration process and especially Norway for providing this 
solution and service for the HELCOM community. 
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4.18 The Meeting took note that the next meeting of HELCOM AIS EWG to take place 7-8 June 
2017 in Stockholm, Sweden will consider i.a. the migration in more detail including the necessary changes 
to Recommendation 33/1. 

… 

HELCOM projects 

4.50 The Meeting considered the report on the status of national wildlife response plans in the 
Baltic Sea (document 4-15), took note of the comments by Poland (document 4-18) and the comment by 
Denmark that the name of the Danish agency “Danish Agency for Water and Nature Management” should 
be replaced with “Danish Environmental Protection Agency” and approved the report for publishing after 
these corrections have been made. 
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